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Partisan Battle Over Staff Divides 


By Kenneth J. Cooper 

Washington Post Staff Write r 

The House ethics committee, 
which is reviewing a complaint 
against Speaker Newt Gingrich (R- 
Ga.), yesterday named a longtime 
House Republican aide as its new 
staff director following an interparty 
battle over committee personnel. 

The appointment of Theodore J. 
Van Der Meid, former counsel to re- 
tired House Republican leader Rob- 
ert H. Michel (111.), came after com- 
mittee Democrats blocked a GOP 
attempt to fire the director since 
1991, Bernard Raimo Jr., who re- 
mained on staff but had his responsi- 
bilities downgraded. 

The behind-the-scenes battle over 


staffing represented a sharpening of 
partisan lines on a committee that 
has traditionally functioned in a non- 
partisan manner. 

While other House committees 
designate their staffs based on party 
affiliation, the Committee on Stan- 
dards of Official Conduct, as the pan- 
el is known formally, has not. 

Ethics Chair Nancy L. Johnson (R- 
Coiin.) announced the appointment 
of Van Der Meid in a brief statement 
that made no mention of Raimo’s 
status or the staffing dispute. She is- 
sued the statement after the ethics 
committee held its first meeting of 
the 104th Congress and decided 
such organizational matters as its 
budget and rules. 

Sources indicated that Johnson 


sought to dismiss Raimo, but com- 
mittee Democrats balked. Without 
support from at least one Democrat, 
the five Republicans lacked the six 
votes necessary under committee 
rules to fire a staff member. 

The panel, normally made up of 
seven members from each party, 
currently has five Republican and 
five Democratic holdovers from the 
last Congress who were retained to 
consider a complaint about the fi- 
nancing of Gingrich’s college course. 
That membership avoided a poten- 
tial conflict of interest had Gingrich 
named new Republican members. 

Fred Wertheimer, president of 
Common Cause, said the internal 
dissension over staffing supported 
his organization’s call for an outside 


House Ethics Panel 


ethics adviser to handle the com- 
plaint against the Republican speak- 
er. 

“That kind of battle over staff 
demonstrates why you need an inde- 
pendent voice in matters like these 
involving questions about Speaker 
Gingrich,” Wertheimer said. 

Van Der Meid, 37, worked as 
Michel’s general counsel from 1989 
to 1994 before becoming parliamen- 
tary counsel to the Economic and 
Educational Opportunity Committee 
Dec. 28. 

On Michel’s staff, he often assis- 
ted Johnson on health issues. Van 
Der Meid came to the House as an 
aide to the House Wednesday 
Group, a Republican caucus, and lat- 
er worked for Rep. Jan Meyers (R- 


Kan.) and then-Rep. Lynn Martin 
(R-IU.). 

In the last Congress, Van Der 
Meid turned down a offer from then- 
Rep. Fred Grandy (Iowa), the ethics 
committee’s top Republican, to work 
on the panel’s staff, a source said. 

Raimo, 50, took his first House 
job in 1968 as an aide to then-Rep. 
Stuart Symington (D-Mo.) and 
worked for the House intelligence 
committee from 1978 to 1991. 

In 1992, Raimo’s ethics commit- 
tee position looked insecure for a 
time because of his possible indirect 
involvement in leaking the names of 
members who abused their check- 
cashing privileges at the now-de- 
funct House Bank. 


